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The FTU Cutlass is a twin-jet, tailless, sweptwing aircraft capable of operating
from carriers or land bases. Its first flight was made in 1948, followed by carrier
landings in 1951. Recognition features include extremely wide wings set far back
on the fuselage; twin fins and rudders located on the wings and jutting out behind
the wings’ trailing edge; and a wide, flat fuselage aft of the cockpit. Control of the
Cutlass is obtained by the use of “ailevators” which combine the function of elevators
and ailerons. The Cutlass was the first Navy production aircraft to fly at supersonic
speeds, the first to release bombs while flying at supersonic speeds, and the first to
have afterburners incorporated in its design. The latest version of the Cutlass, the
F7U-38, is larger than its predecessors, has more powerful engines, and carries heavier
armament.




